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Supreme Court ruling on IP address as "electronic evidence’

®May6, 2013 B Categories: Legal news

In the criminal prosecutions of crimes committed by electronic means, computer expert evidence plays a key role.

The existence of many sentencing sentences highlights the need for the assessment to be performed by judges who are
knowledgeable in new technologies, who have the specificities of valuation specific to computer sources and means of
evidence, who are aware of the degree of real reliability of the electronic test, so that the critical evaluation of the test to
be performed by the judge is not substituted, in the case of expert test, by the private assessment of the expert.

The Supreme Court corrects one of these judgments, stating that the IP address, by itself, demonstrates nothing more
than the ownership of the line and its consideration alone is insufficient to prove authorship.

Read the text of the sentence: STS 987/2012, of December 3.
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EU court: German government allowed to
store IP addresses of its web visitors

The Pirate Party had argued that the law allowed the government to profile its web
visitors. The decision may be considered a double standard; Germany tends to advocate
stricter data protection laws by western standards.
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Taiwan: IP Address As Digital Footprint Evidence Questioned In
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Table of clusters.

Cluster CL.1 CL2 CL3 ClL4
Number of decisions 56 47 28 56
Final decision (guilty or successful action) 98% 89% 46% 96%
Timestamp 71% 87% 54% 9%
Assignment to person 4% 4% 4% 13%
Assignment to device 95% 0% 96% 0%
Spec. of device 547% 0% 21% 0%
Only mentioned 0% 0% 0% 14%
Relationship 39% 0% 50% 0%
Location at home 55% 21% 32% 0%
Location at work 4% 0% 18% 0%
Location in public 2% 2% 0% 4%
Testimony of a defendant 0% 30% 36% 0%
Testimony of a witness 0% 19% 39% 0%
Documentary evidence 0% 43% 93% 41%
Real evidence 4% 2% 14% 0%
Expert opinions 2% 11% 57% 0%
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